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The Tragedies of War: 

Vietnam Combat Veteran Relays Story of Love and Loss
LAS VEGAS – The U.S. Department of Defense recently reported 4,245 U.S. troops have given their lives in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Of the casualties, 54 percent were under 25 years old. An additional 31,089 U.S. soldiers have been wounded. Vietnam combat veteran Duke Barrett has personally seen the tragedies of war. He lost numerous fellow soldiers while fighting in Vietnam and relays his experiences in his book, The Wall of Broken Dreams.
 “I believe the costs of war, which are plentiful in both money and lives, especially lives, are lost in the vast problems and distractions of everyday life,” says Barrett. “The Wall of Broken Dreams is a reminder of the true costs of war we pay as individuals and society alike.”

When many report parallels between the Iraq War and the Vietnam War, Barrett’s book could not be timelier. The common bond between soldiers lies in experiences that only they can comprehend. The Wall of Broken Dreams tells the story of a young Army paratrooper tossed into unbearable conditions that lead the reader to a greater appreciation of the names etched into the Vietnam Veterans Memorial (a.k.a. The Wall). 
Johnny Richards, the book’s main character, is a blues guitarist drafted from the streets of Chicago. After many months of reconnaissance work with little sleep and food, Johnny is granted a much-need R&R trip to Vung Tao, Vietnam. There, he meets a beautiful Eurasian girl and falls in love. As their time together wanes, the two set a plan for finding each other after the war. When Johnny returns to the field, he takes a bullet to the chest while pushing another soldier out of the trajectory. In a twist of fate, Johnny and his love from Vietnam are brought together once more at The Wall.
Duke Barrett is a combat veteran of the Vietnam War. The Chicago-born paratrooper served as both an infantryman and a reconnaissance scout with the United States Army’s 1st Air Cavalry Division at An Khe, South Vietnam. For his service in country, he was awarded the Combat Infantryman’s Badge and the Purple Heart. Upon completion of his tour of duty, Barrett was assigned to the 82nd Airborne Division, “America’s Guard of Honor,” at Fort Bragg, N.C. 
After completing his military obligation, Barrett resumed his music career as a drummer, where he played in every major nightclub across the country, including Broadway’s Alvin Theater in New York City. He received a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Wisconsin-Parkside and is a former Golden Gloves Champion. Barrett now lives in Henderson, NV (near Las Vegas) with his wife. Together, they have three children and two grandchildren. 
The Wall of Broken Dreams by Duke Barrett (Night Bandit Publishing, ISBN 978-0-9800612-0-8, $14.95, April 2008)
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For more information, visit www.DukesBrokenDreams.com. To schedule an interview of to receive more information, contact Amanda C. Willis, PR by the Book, LLC, at 512-433-6229, amanda@prbythebook.com.

